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GENTLEMEN,-  Ihe  following  is  my  report  for  1894  :  — 

The  estimated  population  is  2,757,  an  increase  of  100  on 
account  of  the  making  of  the  new  railway.  The  acreage  is 
24,864. 

Births. —  I  he  births  for  the  year  were  29  males  and  32 
females=6i,  or  a  birth  rate  of  22’i. 

Deaths.— '1  he  deaths  from  all  causes  were  19  males  and  n 
females=30,  or  a  death  rate  of  io*88. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Consump¬ 

tion. 

Other  Lung 
Diseases. 

1894 

2,/5( 

22  T 

10-88 

•72 

32-7 

T8 

1  -4 

1893 

2,657 

29-7 

14-5 

nil. 

164 

11 

2*2 

2 


Phthisis  caused  5  deaths  (2  males  and  3  females)=i*8  per 
1. 000  ot  the  population. 

other  Lung*  Diseases  caused  4  deaths  or  1*4  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Infant  Mortality.— I  wo  deaths  were  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  due  to  Rachitis  and  Whooping  Cough=32’7. 

Zymotic  Rate.— 72 

Ages  at  Death. — Two  were  persons  under  one  year, 
one  over  one  and  under  five  years  of  age,  one  over  five  and 
under  fifteen,  two  were  over  fifteen  and  under  twenty-five 
fourteen  were  over  twenty-five  and  under  six-five,  six  were 
over  sixty-five  and  under  seventy,  two  were  over  seventy  and 
under  eighty,  one  over  eighty. 


(A)  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1894  in  the  Stanhope  and 
Newlandside  Division  of  Weardale  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages. 


Locality. 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1  year. 

i  and  under  5. 

1 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Stanhope  and 
Newlandside  - 

30 

2 

I 

1 

3 

9 

3 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under 

Five  Years  of  Age. 


Membranous 

Croup. 

Diarrhoea  and 
Dysentery. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia,  and 

Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

Fever. 

Injuries. 

All  other  Diseases. 

Total. 

Under  5 

I 

2 

3 

5  Upwards 

5 

4 

5 

1 

12 

27 

(B)  Fable  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  cases  of  Infectious 
Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  during  the  year  1894  in  the  Stanhope  and  Newland- 
side  District  of  Weardale,  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
Ages,  and  Localities. 


Locality. 

Population  at  all 
Ages. 

Regis¬ 

tered 

Births. 

Aged 

under  5  or 
over  5. 

New  cases  of  Sick¬ 
ness  in  each  locality 
coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Census 

1891 

Esti¬ 
mated  in 
1894. 

Enteric. 

Erysipelas 

Under  5 

Stanhope 

2657 

2757 

6l 

5  upwds. 

I 

2 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Enteric  Fever*  A  case  of  Lnteric  bever  occurred  at 
b rosterley  in  September  which  proved  fatal.  The  Inspector  of 
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Nuisances  visited  the  premises  and  everything  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view  was  done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
No  other  case  occurred,  and  no  cause  could  be  found. 

Measles. — At  Hole  House,  East  Gate,  there  were  four 
cases  all  in  one  house.  The  disease  progressed  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  there  have  been  no  other  cases  since. 

Whooping*  Cough. — This  disease  was  very  prevalent 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December,  accompanied 
with  Bronchitis.  There  was  only  one  fatal  case  a  child  eleven 
months  old 

Influenza. — Two  cases  appeared  in  December. 

General  Sanitation. 

A  description  of  the  district  has  been  fully  given  in  previous 
reports  to  which  you  are  referred  for  the  information  you 
require.  On  the  whole  the  Sanitation  of  the  District  is  good. 
The  drainage  of  Hill  End,  Eastgate,  and  Rookhope  requires 
attention. 

Improvements. — These  have  been  effected  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  and  are  as  follows  : — 

Sewers. — Frosterley  sewer  has  been  regularly  Hushed 
and  the  ventilation  has  been  improved  by  erecting  at  three 
different  points  three  four-inch  metal  pipe  ventilators.  Rookhope 
sewers  are  also  regularly  flushed.  At  Crawleyside  a  new 
sewer  has  been  put  down  to  receive  the  sewage  of  50  houses. 
The  main  is  an  Sin.  pipe,  and  has  six  open  manholes,  two  of  which 
are  flushing  chambers,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
flush  this  sewer  from  the  water  pipes.  At  the  head  of  the  drain 
there  is  a  6  inch  metal  pipe  ventilator,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
three  branches,  four  inch  vent  pipes  are  erected.  The  outlet 
is  in  a  held  but  no  purification  works  have  yet  been  laid  down. 

House  Drains. — Sir  George  Inn,  at  Crawleyside,  has 
been  newly  drained  and  the  old  drain  has  been  pulled  up.  I  he 
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drain  is  disconnected  and  ventilated  Several  other  houses  have 
been  connected  with  the  sewers.  A  drain  through  a  house  at 
Frosterley  has  been  cut  off. 

t 

Dwelling*  Houses. — A  house  in  Bollihope,  the  owners 
having  notice  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  has 
been  repaired.  One  of  the  mine  shops  in  Rookhope,  has  been 
closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  A  damp  house  at  Frosterley 
Batts  has  been  closed.  A  damp  house  at  Crawleyside  has  been 
improved. 

Temporary  Dwellings.— The  four  huts  at  Eastgate 
occupied  by  about  60  persons,  engaged  on  the  works  of  the  new 
railway,  were  visited,  and  the  recommendations  as  to  ventilation 
and  drainage  were  carried  out. 

Dwellings  in  connection  with  the  Wear  Valley  Extension 
Railway  are  being  erected  at  Unthank  and  Eastgate. 

Water  Supplies. —  A  new  Water  supply  has  been 
brought  to  Bishopley  by  the  proprietors  to  supply  9  houses, 
f  rosterley  Station  has  been  supplied  with  water  djring  the  year. 
Bridge  End  requires  a  new  storage  tank.  The  water  supply  of 
the  district  is  good  and  sufficient. 

New  Privies  and  Ashpits. — A  new  privy  has  been 
erected  at  Rookhope  ;  one  new  privy  and  cemented  ashpit  at 
Crawleyside  ;  and  two  others  nearly  completed.  Four  ashpits 
have  been  cemented  and  covered  in  at  Frosterley. 

N  uisances. — The  Inspector  has  reported  91  cases  of 
nuisances  of  the  usual  kind,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  the 
notices  have  been  attended  to. 

Inspection. — d  he  district  has  been  regularly  visited 
alone  and  with  the  Inspector. 

Schools. — The  schools  have  been  inspected.  Frasterley 
North  School  has  been  supplied  with  water. 
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Rookhope  Mine  Shops. — On  the  nth  June  I,  along 

with  the  bounty  Medical  Officer  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
visited  these  shops  and  found  them  in  a  wretched  condition  from 
the  want  of  attention  to  water  supply,  spouting,  and  ordinary 
care  in  cleansing.  The  drying  rooms  were  not  separate  and 
distinct  from  the  day-rooms  and  dormitories,  and  the  men  were 
careless  about  matters  vital  to  their  health.  On  the  12th 
December  I  again  visited  these  shops  and  was  able  to  report  a 
great  improvement  in  all  matters  that  were  formerly  defective. 
One  of  the  shops  however  is  structurally  wrong,  and  the  owners 
should  be  called  upon  to  re-arrange  it. 

Footpaths. — A  footpath  has  been  made  from  Frosterley 
to  Stanhope  and  Crawleyside  which  is  a  great  boon  to  the  people. 


Sanitary  Improvements. 

An  Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals  with  proper  ambulance 
and  disinfecting  apparatus. 

The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act. 

Building  Bye  Laws. 

Improvement  of  the  Drainage  at  Hill  End,  Eastgate  and 
Rookhope. 

Purification  of  the  Sewage  either  by  Chemical  Precipitation 
filtration,  or  by  irrigation  on  land. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  LIVINGSTONE. 

M ed tea l  O ffice r  of  H ea l th . 
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WEARDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT, 

ST.  JOHN’S  DISTRICT,  1894. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  the  Yearly  Report  for  1894. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Population 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Rate. 

Phthisis. 

Pulmonary 

Heart 

Disease. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

3.470 

21 7 

156 

'57 

2-88 

2-88 

i  '44 

IOO 

Phthisis,  Pulmonary  and  Heart  Disease.— 

\  here  were  9  deaths  from  Phthisis  ;  9  from  other  Pulmonary 
Diseases  ;  and  5  from  Heart  Disease  — a  slight  improvement  from 
last  year. 

Erysipelas. — Seven  Cases,  two  deaths  ;  one  supervening 

on  Pulmonary  Disease;  the  other,  an  old  woman,  terminating  in 
Senile  Gangrene. 

Measles. — 24  cases  reported  during  the  year.  No  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever.— 6  cases  reported— all  mild.  No  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever. — 2  cases  occurred  in  one  house  at  Copt- 
hill,  early  in  the  year.  Mild  cases  ;  both  recovered. 
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The  Inspector  was  very  diligent  in  visiting  premises,  supply¬ 
ing  disinfectants  and  attending  to  fumigation,  &c.,  in  all  cases  as 
they  required. 

Whooping*  Cough.  —  Have  seen  several  cases,  some  of 
them  severe ;  and  heard  of  others  during  the  last  two  months. 
It  is  very  prevalent,  I  understand,  in  I  anehead  district.  No 
deaths  reported. 

Influenza. — A  few  cases  occurred  at  different  periods  of 
the  year,  more  sporadically  than  as  Epidemics.  No  deaths. 

Population. — Regard  was  had  in  estimating  population 
to  the  possible  increase  from  navvies  and  other  strangers  em¬ 
ployed  in  constructing  Railway. 

Nuisances  Inspected.— These  numbered  47,  as  relating 

to  privies  and  ashpits;  16  to  accumulations  of  manure,  &c.  ;  15 
respecting  drains,  gutters,  &c.  ;  and  3  to  houses  ;  and  nearly  all 
these  have  been  abated. 

New  Privies. — Some  15  new  privies,  in  some  cases  with 
covered  ashpits,  and  in  other  cases  with  ashboxes,  have  been 
provided  and  were  requested  to  be  done  with  cement.  Some 
12  other  privies  have  been  repaired.  Great  improvement  in  this 
accommodation. 


Other  Sanitary  Improvements. 

High  Westgate. — One  house  at  High  Westgate,  which 
was  unfit  for  habitation,  owing  to  dampness  and  underground 
water,  has  under  notice  been  put  into  good  order;  and  one,  a 
lodging-house,  unfit  for  the  purpose,  owing  to  want  of  sanitary 
conveniences,  has  been  closed  under  notice. 

Westgate. — The  Railway  Hotel,  Westgate,  has  been 
spouted,  thoroughly  repaired,  new  drainage  provided,  and  a  new 
supply  of  water. 
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A  new  butchering  shop  or  slaughterhouse  has  been  opened. 
The  floors  are  cemented  and  good  ventilation  provided. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  two  faulty  cow-byres. 

Water  Supply. — West  Black  Dene,  average  of  about  72 
inhabitants,  has  been  supplied  with  good  water  and  a  good 
supply,  by  sanitary  pipes,  from  Newhouse  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


CHARLES  C.  HEWITSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WEARDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


WOLSINGHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


^ViSTNTJ  VIj  EEPOET 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  1894. 


Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Wolsingham  District,  for  the  year  1894. 


Area  in 
Acres. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Zymotic 

Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

21,552 

3.270 

26  '2 

15-5 

Nil. 

no 

Births. — The  births  for  the  year  were  86,  consisting  of  : — 

Males  ...  ..  37 

Females  ...  ...  49 

These  numbers  give  a  birth  rate  of  26  2. 


The  following  are  the  numbers  for  : — 

1890  1891  1892  1893 

Males  34  Males  40  Males  50  Male  56 

Females  42  Females  42  Females  43  emales  5° 

Total  76  =  21  per  Total  82  =  26-4  per  Total  93  =  29-2  per  Total  106  =  32-4  per 
i,ooo.  1,000.  1,000.  1,000. 

Deaths.  — During  the  year  1894  there  were  51  deaths  from 
all  causes,  as  compared  with  the  years  : — 

1890,  52;  1891,  50;  1892,  56:  1893,  52- 

Of  the  deaths  for  1894, 

26  were  Males. 

27  were  Females. 

Of  these  deaths  one  was  due  to  accident.  Four  are  deaths 
not  belonging  to  the  district,  while  three  are  deaths  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  district,  but  not  in  it  at  death. 

These  51  deaths  give  a 

Death-rate  of  15*5  per  1,000. 

The  causes  of  this  mortality  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
table  : — 

Death  Table  for  1894  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Under  5  years. 


Over  5  years. 


Smallpox 
Scarlatina  ... 

Diphtheria  ... 
Membranous  Croup  ... 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 
Continued  Fever 
Relapsing  ,, 

Puerperal  , , 

Cholera 
Eyrsipelas  .. 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Ague 


Phthisis 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Plei 
Heart  Disease 
Injuries 

All  other  causes 


risy 


2 


1 1 


5 

7 

5 

1 

20 
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These  figures  should  be  compared  with  those  of  the  previous 
1 1  years,  which  I  give  in  the  tabulated  form  next. 


Tt" 

00 

00 

HH 

1885 

1  1  1 

18861887  1888  1889 

i  '  1 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

1 

Diphtheria 

I 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

r  Typhus 

I 

1 

in 

i-t 

Continued 

<u 

> 

Relapsing 

£ 

Puerperal 

I 

1 

1 

f  Enteric  or  Typhoid 

6 

I 

1 

Cholera... 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Measles... 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry 

2 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

Rheumatic  Fever ... 

1 

Ague 

Phthisis  .. 

6 

2 

5 

5 

8 

4 

3 

4 

5 

2 

5 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 

Pleurisy 

6 

5 

8 

8 

13 

3 

12 

13 

9 

10 

9 

Heart  Disease 

2 

3 

6 

3 

6 

3 

5 

6 

5 

Inj 

unes ... 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1 

All  other  causes  ... 

36 

3i 

37 

43 

3i 

24 

28 

25 

26 

27 

3i 

The  zymotic  death-rate  is  nil. 

The  death-rate  from  phthisis  is  i'5. 

The  death-rate  from  respiratory  diseases  is  2*7, 

Inquests  were  held  upon  three  deaths. 

These  death-rates  are  very  satisfactory.  Of  the  deaths  from 
phthisis  two  were  those  of  persons  who  came  into  the  district  in 
an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease. 


The  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  were  chiefly  amongst 
old  people. 

Of  the  deaths  occurring  during  the  year  : — 


4 

6 

9 
1 1 


were  above  80  years 


70  ,, 

60  ,, 

25  and  under  60  years 


4 

9  9 

9  9 

15 

9  9  9  9 

4 

9  9 

9  9 

5 

99  #  9 

a 

9  9 

9  9 

1 

9  9  9  9 

10 

9  9 

under 

1 

yean  . 

25  » 
15  „ 
5  >» 
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The  deaths  under  one  year  were  ten,  against : — 

io  for  1893  5  7  f°r  1 892- 

Going  into  the  cause  of  death  of  these  ten,  I  find  : 

6  were  due  to  debility  ; 

1  was  premature  ; 

2  were  due  to  convulsions  ; 

1  low'  vitality. 

Most  of  these  were  the  offspring  of  delicate  parents.  Four 
were  twins.  Seven  died  within  27  days  of  birth.  None  were 
insured. 

Infectious  Disease. — During  the  year  we  have  been 
very  free  from  infectious  disease,  as  there  have  only  been  two 
very  mild  cases  ot  scarlatina  at  Thornley  Lane  Ends,  which  is 
just  within  this  district. 

Water  Supply. — Wolsingham  water  supply  is  good,  22 
more  houses  have  been  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Shildon 
Water  Company. 

Thornley  water  supply  wants  improving. 

W  ells  throughout  the  district  have  been  inspected  and  are 
generally  in  good  order.  Any  improvement,  when  pointed  out, 
has  been  attended  to. 

Sewers. — These  have  been  frequently  inspected  by  myself 
and  your  Inspector.  They  are  in  good  order,  flushing  has  been 
attended  to,  and  during  the  summer  disinfectants  were  placed  in 
the  manholes,  and  where  considered  necessary. 

During  this  year,  under  the  superintendence  of  your 
Surveyor,  a  new  sewer  has  been  completed  from  Leases  House 
to  join  the  main  sewer  at  the  West  End. 

At  the  Sewerage  Field  a  new  channel  at  the  sewer  end  has 
been  made,  an  air  chamber  fixed,  and  the  outlet  is  very  much 
improved  by  a  new  brick  channel.  There  requires  a  little  more 
attention  to  the  distribution  of  the  sewerage  on  the  field  at  the 
time  the  grass  is  growing. 
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Drains* — The  drains  have  been  kept  in  very  good  order, 
householders  seem  to  do  their  best  to  keep  the  sinks  clean  and 
drains  in  order. 

New  drains  have  been  laid  at  Mr.  Landreth’s,  East  End,  and 
to  two  new  houses  at  Hound  Hill. 

Holywood  House  has  had  a  new  system  of  drainage  carried 
out,  under  the  instruction  of  your  Surveyor,  and  which  was,  on 
completion,  examined  by  members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
and  myself.  The  gradients,  flushing  tanks,  manholes,  and 
chambers — some  of  which  are  of  white-glazed  bricks — are  well 
arranged.  This  I  consider  is  the  most  complete  and  best 
arranged  system  of  drainage  we  have  to  any  private  house  in  the 
district. 

Improvements. — Pit  Well  has  had  the  pump  repaired, 
and  cementing  done. 

Bradleyburn  :  New  pantry,  scullery  dairy,  drainage,  covered 
ashpit. 

Leases  House  :  New  stabling,  with  every  new  improvement. 

Mrs.  Harrison’s,  West  End  :  New  covered  ashpit  and  im¬ 
provements  to  W.C. 

A  dangerous  house  at  Hound  Hill  taken  down. 

New  privy  and  covered  ashpit  at  Hound  Hill. 

New  privies  at  Wesleyan  Schools. 

A  new  privy  and  ashpit  in  Upper  Town. 

3  new  privies  and  covered  ashpit  at  Mr.  Davidson’s  property. 

A  new  privy  and  covered  ashpit  at  Mr.  Gardiner’s,  East  End. 

3  new  privies  and  covered  ashpit  at  Mr.  Raine’s. 

2  new  privies  at  Thornley  School. 

i  new  privy  and  covered  ashpit  at  High  Stoop. 

Yard  paved  at  Mr.  Briggs’. 

Mr.  Price’s  public-house  spouted  and  repaired. 

Mr.  Petty’s  house,  Causeway,  spouted. 
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I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  those  very  large  ash 
places  which  were  usually  half-filled  with  water  and  stinking  filth 
are  fast  disappearing. 

i  . 

Inspections. — Frequent  inspections,  accompanied  by 
your  inspector,  throughout  the  district  have  been  made;  all 
defects  complained  of  have  been  put  in  order. 

The  Schools  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  special  care 
has  been  exercised  to  prevent  the  occurance  of  any  infectious 
disease. 

Sanitary  Action. — Moody’s  house,  at  Highstoop,  has 
been  closed,  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

A  house,  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Dobinson,  has  been  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation. 

Southern’s  house  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

A  depositing  place  for  town  refuse  has  been  made  at  Wolsing- 
ham,  and  notices  placed  at  various  places  where  refuse  was 
deposited,  giving  notice  to  stop  further  depositing. 

The  Inspector  reported  and  gave  notice  to  abate  the  following 
nuisances  : — 

42  privies  and  ashpits. 

13  accumulations  of  manure. 

24  drains  and  sinks  out  of  order. 

15  houses  faulty. 

Dwelling-Houses.-  Are  kept  in  good  order.  All  fit  for 
habitation  are  occupied.  As  workman’s  houses  are  very  scarce, 
there  is  a  chance  of  overcrowding  occurring. 

Lodging-Houses  — None  registered. 

Slaughter-Houses. — These  have  been  regularly  in¬ 
spected,  they  are  kept  clean. 

Dairies. — See  last  year’s  report. 

Food  and  Drug  Act. — Attention  has  been  paid  to  fruit, 
fish  and  vegetables,  and  1  am  of  opinion  that  supervision  of  these 
has  resulted  in  a  better  quality  coming  into  the  district 
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Isolation  Hospital —None. 

Disinfecting*  Apparatus  —None. 

Flagging  . — The  footpath  in  the  upper  town  is  a  great 
improvement,  but  there  is  still  a  great  want  of  better  footpaths. 

Lighting. — The  lamps  in  the  special  drainage  district  are 
in  better  order,  but  there  is  a  want  of  lamps  in  the  back  lane. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  V.  DEVEY, 

M edical  Officer  of  If  ea  Ith. 


WOLSINGHAM, 

January  2$th,  1895. 


IDevwent  district 


EEPOET 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1894. 


To  the  Wear  dale  Rural  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  report  on  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Derwent  district  for  the  year  1894. 

The  district  forms  a  high-lying  moorland,  traversed  by  the 
river  Derwent,  which  takes  its  rise  at  its  head.  The  area  is 
15,260  acres,  and  the  population,  according  to  the  census  of  1891, 
523.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  material  alteration  in  the 
population  since  1891,  though  there  has  probably  been  a  slight 
decrease.  The  altitude  of  the  district  ranges  from  about  700  to 
1,800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  inhabitants  are  for  the 
most  part  engaged  in  rearing  sheep  and  cattle. 

Vital  Statistics. — Eight  births  and  8  deaths  have  been 
registered  during  the  year,  which  gives  a  birth-rate  and  a  death- 
rate  of  1 5*3  per  1,000.  One  of  the  deaths  was  that  of  a  child 
belonging  to  Consett,  suffering  from  phthisis,  the  result  of  an 
attack  of  whooping  cough,  who  was  brought  into  the  district  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country  air  only  a  few  days  before  death.  If 
this  case  is  excluded,  the  death-rate  becomes  i3'4  per  1,000. 
T  his  was  the  only  case  of  death  due  to  zymotic  disease.  No 
nfant  mortality.  Average  death-rate  for  the  last  six  years,  I2'2 
per  1,000.  Death-rate  for  1893.  3  8  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Diseases. — With  the  exception  of  the  case 
of  whooping  cough  just  mentioned  above,  no  cases  were  brought 
to  my  knowledge.  The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act 
is  not  in  operation  in  this  district. 
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Water  Supply, — This  is  abundant  and  of  excellent 
quality,  derived  from  natural  springs,  with  which  the  district 
abounds.  At  Edmondbyers  and  Ruffside  the  supply  is  conveyed 
in  iron  pipes  to  convenient  positions  in  the  villages. 

Disposal  of  Excrement  and  Household 
Refuse. — The  privy  system  prevails  throughout  the  district. 
Some  of  the  older  structures  are  of  primitive  form,  without 
efficient  ventilation,  but  these  are  being  gradually  replaced  by 
others,  erected  under  the  superintendence  of  your  Inspector,  on 
concrete  foundations,  with  ample  cross-ventilation  openings. 
One  at  Bellmount  discharges  into  a  tributary  of  the  Derwent. 
The  contents  of  the  others  are  utilised  as  manure  on  the  land. 
Covered  ashpits  are  attached  to  all  the  recent  erections  for  the 
disposal  of  household  refuse. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  are  two  churchyards,  which 
are  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

Isolation  Hospital  and  Disinfecting*  Appara¬ 
tus. — None. 

Bye-Laws. — None  in  force. 

Regulated  Buildings  and  Trades.— No  common 
lodging-houses.  One  slaughter-house  at  Edmondbyers,  which  is 
kept  clean.  Many  of  the  cowsheds  are  adjacent  to  dwelling- 
houses. 

Dwellings  of  the  Poorer  Classes.— The  houses 
are  for  the  most  part  in  a  fair  state  of  repair.  No  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  has  been  observed.  The  privy  accommodation  is  good. 
The  houses  at  Ruffside  are  built  back-to-back. 

Inspection  Of  District.— The  district  has  been 
inspected  from  time  to  time  during  the  year.  One  house  at 
Ruffside,  which  is  in  a  very  faulty  condition  from  damp  walls  and 
floor,  is  about  to  be  closed. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  CONNON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


14th  January,  1895. 


WEARDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


A.jsnsrxiA.Xj  eepoet 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES, 

FOR  1894 

BY 

W.  M.  EGGLESTONE,  Cert.  San.  Inst. 


TO  THE  WEARDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report. — I  beg  to  submit  to  your  Council  the 
following  particulars  of  sanitary  work  for  the  year  1894.  Your 
District  covers  the  rural  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Stanhope  and 
Wolsingham,  with  the  parishes  of  Edmondbyres  and  Hunstan- 
worth,  with  a  population,  at  the  last  census,  of  9,859,  and  an 
estimated  population  for  the  year  under  report  of  10,020  ;  the 
area  of  the  district  being  97,772  acres. 

Sanitary  Divisions. — For  Sanitary  Medical  Service 
the  distiict  is  di\ided  into  four  divisions  as  per  the  following 
table  : 


Divisions. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Pop  1891. 

Acreage. 

Derwent 

C.  J.  Connon,  M.B. 

523 

15,260 

Stanhope 

T.  Livingstone,  M.D.  ... 

2,657 

24,864 

St  John’s  ... 

C.  C.  Hewitson.  M.R.C.E.,  &c. 

3>5!o 

36,094 

Wolsingham 

T.  V.  Devey,  L.R.C.P.,  &c.  ... 

3,'  69 

2L552 

Inspections,  Nuisances,  etc.— Regular  and  special 
inspections  have  been  made  of  your  district,  being  frequently 
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accompanied  by  your  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  Nuisances 
reported  embrace  144  relating  to  privies  and  ashpits,  many  of  the 
privies  being  condemned  as  insanitary  conveniences.  Accumula¬ 
tions  of  manure,  rubbish,  etc.,  numbered  35,  drains,  slops  sinks, 
etc.,  60.  Houses  in  someway  faulty,  27;  making  a  total  of  266 
against  255  reported  last  year.  The  formal  and  informal  notices 
have  been  well  attended  to.  Several  structural  repairs  are  in 
hands.  Letters  relating  to  sanitary  matters,  numbered  1,172 
against  656  last  year.  Amongst  extraordinary  nuisances  may  be 
mentioned  a  dead  horse,  a  dead  dog,  dead  rats  under  a  dwelling 
house,  and  a  most  objectionable  accummulation  of  parts  of  dead 
horses  and  cattle,  &c.,  at  a  knacker’s  yard. 

Common  Lodging*  Houses.— None  registed  in  the 
district.  Owing  to  the  making  of  the  Wear  Valley  Extension 
Railway,  a  lodging  house  was  opened  at  Westgate,  but  becoming 
overcrowded,  and  not  having  proper  sanitary  conveniences,  it 
was  closed. 

Offensive  Trades.— None. 

Slaughter  Houses  are  frequently  inspected  and 
generally  found  in  good  order.  A  new  one  has  been  opened  at 
Westgate  being  an  old  building  converted  into  a  slaughter  house. 
On  inspection  I  found  the  floors  well  cemented  and  cross 
ventilators  provided.  No  Bye-Laws. 

Food. — Butchers’  meat  is  generally  of  good  quallity.  Milk 
is  distributed  in  small  quantities  from  neighbouring  small  farms 
and  is  generally  good.  The  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  County. 

Water  Supplies. — A  new  water  supply  has  been  put 
down  at  West  Black  Dene,  a  small  Weardale  village.  Pure 
water  is  now  carried  by  small  bore  cast-iron  pipes  from  New- 
house  to  one  central  stand  pipe  in  the  village,  and  there  is 
a  good  supply.  Your  small  village  water  supplies  now  number 
12  and  31  houses  have  private  supplies.  1  he  total  water  rents 
collected  from  private  consumers  for  the  year  amounted  to 
£9  os.  qd.  Since  last  year  Frosterly  Railway  Station  and  the 
North  Board  School  have  been  supplied  and  3  houses.  The  pit 
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well  pump  at  Wolsingham  has  been  repaired.  This  town’s  general 
supply  is  from  the  Weardale  and  Shildon  Water  Company’s 
mains,  from  which  25  additional  houses  have  been  supplied 
during  the  year.  A  new  water  supply  for  9  houses  at  Bishoply 
has  been  put  down  by  the  proprietors. 

Sewerage  Works. — The  Wolsingham  sewers  have  been 
regularly  flushed,  and  are  much  the  same  as  reported  last  year. 
The  sewage  field  has  been  improved  by  having  had  put  down  at 
the  out-let  a  half-pipe  channel.  An  air  chamber  has  been  built 
and  the  outlet  of  the  effluent  faced  with  bricks.  In  future  the 
field  will  be  pastured  as  the  sewage  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
distributed  when  the  field  was  in  meadow.  The  sewage  is  run 
onto  the  five  acres  in  its  crude  state  and  from  the  under  drains 
runs  the  effluent,  samples  of  which  when  taken,  have  been  bright 
and  clear.  A  new  sewer  has  been  put  down  at  Leazes  Lane, 
Wolsingham,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  drainage  of  Leazes 
House,  which  previously  drained  into  a  cesspool.  The  new 
arrangement  is  a  great  sanitary  improvement.  The  Frosterly 
sewers  have  been  ventilated  by  4-inch  vent  pipes  at  three  points. 
A  new  sewer  has  been  put  down  at  Crawleyside  village  and  some 
of  the  houses  have  been  connected.  Other  houses  will  be 
connected  in  due  course.  The  new  sewer  is  ventilated  at  four 
points,  has  manholes  and  flushing  chambers,  and  provision  is 
made  for  flushing  from  the  water  mains. 

Street  Lamps. — Wolsingham  is  the  only  place  lighted 
by  your  Council.  There  are  44  street  gas  lamps  and  these  have 
been  provided  with  Peeble’s  governor  burners,  and  which  appear 
to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  adopted. 

Pollution  of  Rivers.— Administered  by  the  County. 
In  five  or  six  cases  privies  emptying  into  streams  have  been 
either  rebuilt  or  altered  to  prevent  this  pollution.  See  also 
“  Disposal  of  Town  Refuse. 

Disposal  of  Town  Refuse.— The  disposal  of  house¬ 
hold  and  town  refuse  is  a  question  which  seems  only  solveable  in 
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one  way — that  of  the  Council  providing  places  of  deposit. 
Evidence  is  not  wanting  at  the  several  villages  to  show  that  no 
provision  of  this  kind  is  made.  This  matter,  however,  has  had 
your  attention  at  Wolsingham,  where  unsightly  deposits  existed 
at  half  a  dozen  places  by  the  margins  of  streams.  A  place  of 
deposit  has  now  been  provided,  and  as  requested,  a  notice  board 
containing  regulations  as  been  fixed  at  the  spot,  and  500  circulars 
distributed  in  the  town  calling  attention  to  this  provision.  The 
new  place  of  deposit  is  now  being  used. 

Sanitary  Improvements.— Amongst  the  sanitary  im¬ 
provements  may  be  mentioned  the  old  open-walled  privies  and  ash¬ 
pits  with  soaking  foundations  in  many  cases  have  been  condemned 
and  new  ones  built  with  cemented  pits,  and  covered  in,  with 
and  ventilated  ashpits.  Some  31  new  privies  have  been  cemented 
erected  and  in  many  cases  new  covered-in  ashpits  are  attach¬ 
ed  ;  in  a  few  cases  ash-boxes  have  been  provided.  Eighteen 
privies  and  ash  pits  have  undergone  repairs,  the  ashpits  being 
cemented  and  covered.  At  Bradley,  Westgate,  and  Bolihope 
4  houses  have  undergone  considerable  improvement,  and  some  5 
improved  to  a  smaller  extent.  In  various  parts  of  the  district  5 
houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  a  lodging 
house  closed.  Two  dangerous  buildings  have  been  taken  down. 
Four  houses  have  been  drained  at  Wolsingham,  and  several  at 
Crawleyside.  The  miners’  lodging  shops  in  Rookhope  have  been 
improved. 

Wear  Valley  Extension  Railway.— During  the 
year  the  above  railway  has  been  in  course  of  construction  from 
Stanhope  to  Wearhead  a  distance  of  over  9  miles.  I  am  informed 
by  the  contractor’s  manager  that  the  largest  number  of  men 
employed  at  any  one  time  was  548  (in  Oct.)  and  of  this  number 
about  215  were  strangers,  not  being  belonging  to  the  district. 
Three  huts  at  Eastgate  and  one  at  St.  John’s  Chapel,  and 
accommodating  a  varying  number,  but  probably  about  70  people, 
have  been  several  times  inspected,  those  at  Eastgate  in  company 
with  your  medical  officer.  The  out-offices  and  drainage  were  of 
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a  temporary  nature,  but  the  huts  were  always  found  very  clean, 
and  no  surrounding  nuisances.  Overcrowding  occurred  in  a  few 
instances  and  notices  were  given  and  attended  to. 

Building’s,  Bye-Laws,  &e.— Application  has  already 
been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  an  order  investing 
your  Councd  with  the  powers  of  sections  157  and  158  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  with  sec.  23  (1)  (2)  (4)  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  When  your  Council  put 
these  By-Laws  into  force  you  will  have  control  over  new 
buildings.  Two  new  houses  have  been  erected  at  Wolsingham, 
and  dwelling  houses  in  connection  with  the  Wear  Valley 
Extension  Railway  are  in  course  of  erection  at  Eastgate, 
Westgate,  St  John’s  and  Wearhead,  and  dwellings  at  level 
crossings  at  UnthanK  and  Coronation  Bridge,  but  none  of  these 
are  completed, 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  Medical  Officers’  reports 
will  show  that  the  district  has  been  very  clear  of  infectious 
disease,  particulars  of  which  will  be  given  in  the  divisional 
reports.  The  following  table  gives  for  three  years  particulars  of 
houses  and  persons  affected  in  respect  of  typhoid  and  scarlet 
fever  and  small  pox. 


Houses 

Affected. 

Persons 

Affected. 

Parcels  of 
Disin¬ 
fectants. 

Visits  to 
Houses. 

I 

Recovered. 

Died. 

Houses 

Cleaned. 

Scarlet  (  *q94 

6 

8 

8 

8 

8 

0 

5 

Fever  i893 

5 

6 

5 

5 

5 

I 

4 

(  1892 

14 

27 

27 

35 

27 

O 

14 

Small  (‘894 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fox  ]  i893 

1 

1 

9 

12 

1 

O 

1 

C  1192 

1 

1 

6 

10 

1 

O 

1 

Typhoid  (  l894 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

I 

2 

Fever  ,893 

4 

5 

1 2 

10 

2 

3 

3 

(1892 

3 

7 

7 

8 

7 

0 

3 
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Vital  Statistics.  —  The  Medical  Officers  in  their 
divisional  reports  will  deal  with  vital  statistics.  I  have,  however, 
grouped  the  gross  results  to  show  the  rates  per  thousand  of  your 
whole  district  on  the  population  of  1891,  namely  9,859.  I  have 
added  those  of  the  County  Rural  Districts,  and  of  England  and 
Wales  for  comparison,  except  the  results  for  1894  which  were 
not  published  when  this  report  was  written.  The  total  deaths 
for  your  whole  district  number  174,  148,  and  143,  respectively 
for  the  years  1892,  1893,  1894.  For  the  same  years  the  births 
number  261,  273,  and  225. 


Mortality 

Rate. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000 
Births. 

Weardale  C  1894 
Rural  <  1893 
District  ( 1892 

H'  5 

15*  0 

17*  6 

22.82 

27*60 

27*40 

o*  29 
o*  71 
o*  80 

84-44 

109*88 

126*  0 

Durham  (  T  r, 
county  \  1802 

Rural  1 

Districts  (,  ^ 

20*  S 

1 8*  5 

20*  1 8 

38-  3 

37‘  7 

39*  2 

3*  4 

2*  12 

i*  66 

169 

156 

l6l 

England  C  1893 
and  <  1892 

Wales  ( 1891 

19  2 

19*  O 

20*  2 

30*  8 

30*  7 

31'  4 

2*  47 

I*  90 

I*  83 

159 

147 

149 

The  rate  of  mortality,  14-5  per  1,000  on  the  population  at  the 
last  census,  9859,  and  which  is  14*25  on  the  estimated  population 
of  1894,  is  the  lowest  on  record  in  your  district.  It  is  further 
worthy  of  remark  that  the  zymotic  mortality  rate,  0*29,  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate,  84*44,  are  exceedingly  low. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  M.  EGGLESTONE. 


Jan.  1 8  th,  1895. 


